
 1-14 October 
	

Summary	

3rd	Australian-German	Science	and	Innovation	Day	
Tuesday,	2	October	2018	

	
The 3rd Australian-German Science and Innovation Day took place on 2 October 2018 
at Queensland University of Technology, 
Gardens Point campus, and attracted more than 
80 attendees across academia, government as 
well as from various industry sectors. The Day 
continued to grow awareness for the significance 
of the Australian-German research community. 
The backdrop for the event was provided by the 
DAAD poster exhibition ‘Research in 
Germany’. 
Julia Playford, Queensland Department of Environment and Science, opened the event 
and elaborated on the intensive German-Australian scientific relationships referring to 
a significant number of publications, among others, as signs of evidence for the impact 
and scale of this relationship. 

A particular focus of the Queensland-Germany 
relationship is medical research and 2018 has 
seen significant progress with the signing of a 
related Brisbane-Berlin Memorandum of 
Understanding. The five stage road map for 
progressing this partnership was presented by 
Prof Michael Schuetz, QUT, and has potential to 
serve as a template for such partnerships across 
various disciplines. 

Presentations by representatives from the DAAD and GoAustralia! provided a current 
update about the funding opportunities on offer. 
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In an exciting panel discussion chaired by Prof Michael 
Bruenig, UQ, German and Australian students reflected on 
similarities and differences in post-graduate research in 
Germany and Australia. The key outcome was that the 
focus should be less on the relative benefits of each system 
and rather models needed to be nurtured that make the best 
of both worlds accessible. 

There was a general agreement by the delegates during the day that the cultural 
compatibilities between Germany and Australia support successful research outcomes, 
especially when paired with innovative complementary strength. Four examples (USQ, 
UQ, QUT, University of Sydney) showcased in brief presentations how these 
institutions successfully collaborate with the German partners in diverse disciplines. 
The closing panel discussion with representatives 
from all relevant, significant funding bodies (ARC, 
NHMRC, DFG, BMBF, EU) gave an honest and 
insightful view on the current state and the 
challenges of creating funds dedicated to nurturing 
the German-Australian science relationship. This 
will require further demonstration of impact and 
scale, but this highly interactive panel clearly 
demonstrated the importance of such schema to foster the next stages of maturity. 

A further theme of the day was the need for a ‘Team Brisbane’ 
approach and the commitment of all universities to collaborate on 
identified areas of local strength to create a compelling story for 
research partners in Germany. This collaborative attitude was 
demonstrated by the support of The University of Queensland, the 
University of Southern Queensland and QUT towards this day and 
also the presence of the relevant international directors from each 
of these three universities. 

In addition to the conversations on the day, the corresponding LinkedIn group emerging 
from this initiative continues to gain momentum and both, the German and the 
Australian Embassy are now intensively engaged in converting this platform as part of 
the Australian-German Research Network. 
In summary, the 3rd Australian-German Science and Innovation Day continued to raise 
awareness for the 
growing scale and 
impact of the scientific 
partnership between 
both countries and 
fostered the further 
growth and density in 
the network of the 
involved researchers. 

 
	 	 	 	


