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Call for Presentations
The 4th Australian-German Science and Innovation Day on 9 October 2019 is one of the key events of
the fast-growing Australian German Research Network (ARGN). More than 700 members in its
LinkedIn Group demonstrate the scale and significance of the combined scientific community working
collaboratively on research projects across all disciplines in both countries. This day will bring this
incredible momentum of the Australian-German research partnership to the surface, showcase
successful partnership and engagement models, facilitate building new networks and present the
objectives, progress and outcomes of current research projects covering a variety of scientific
disciplines. The importance of this international research partnership is also evidenced by the launch
of a Science and Innovation Day in Melbourne on 15 October 2019.
Hosted at Customs House by The University of Queensland and jointly organised with the Queensland
University of Technology, University of Southern Queensland, the Griffith Institute for Glycomics and
the Digital Technologies Institute, academics from various Australian universities will present their
latest findings and elaborate on their collaborative experiences with their German partners.
We are delighted to confirm a number of exciting speakers on the agenda for the day, including:

● Prof. Paul Bertsch, Acting Queensland Chief Scientist
● A representative from Rheinmetall will detail the exciting opportunities for research, Honors,
●
●

Masters and PhD students, within Rheinmetall’s expanding operations in Australia and within its
broader international business.
Julia Playford, A/Executive Director, Science Development, Queensland Government, will position
Germany as a priority country in the establishment of international scientific relationships for
Queensland and describe the programs that will foster this relationship.
Dr Judith Reinhard, Head, Science and Innovation, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in
Australia, will present on the priority disciplines for the science relationships.

There will also be a presentation by the DAAD on the latest funding opportunities and we will hear
from students of the PASCH schools in Queensland (Ferny Grove and Kenmore) about their scientific
projects and learning experiences. This engagement will further allow building a continuous learning
experiences from high schools into tertiary education.
This year, the focus of the Australian-German Science and Innovation Day will be on the identified
priority areas for the Australian-German research partnership:
●
●
●
●

Energy transition, esp. hydrogen
Space incl. defence science and aerospace
Health incl. precision medicine and eHealth
Artificial Intelligence and the future of work, esp. ethical and legal matters

A main objective of the event is to identify the consolidated capability in these themes and to further
nurture a strong focus in the scientific relationships between both countries. With this Call for Papers,
we ask for submissions addressing one of the five themes above. If you like to present at the
Australian-German Science and Innovation Day, please prepare a one-page document covering:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Title
Theme (see list above)
Abstract (written for stakeholders outside your discipline)
Involved institutions and researchers in both countries
Lessons learnt
Next steps

We particularly would like you to focus on how you collaborate with partners from Germany/Australia,
how the collaboration started, and if and how you were able to access funds from the Australian/
German governments or other entities (e.g., EU) to support the collaboration. Furthermore, we
appreciate honest statements regarding desired support that would further facilitate your research
activities.
Submission Deadline: 30 August 2019
Email and enquiries: Karsten Schulz, karsten.schulz@digital-technologies.institute
Context: This event will take place in conjunction with Brisbane German Week 2019 (1-11 October), a
series of events that will showcase the economic, political, scientific, educational and cultural
relationships between Australia and Germany. Note in particular the German Business Day on
8 October, which will take place at SAP.
Organising committee:
Michael Bruenig, Sally Wilson (The University of Queensland), Thomas Haselhorst (Griffith University),
Michael Rosemann, Ronald Schroeter (Queensland University of Technology), Karsten Schulz (Digital
Technologies Institute), Judith Reinhard (German Embassy), Ali Buchberger (University of Southern
Queensland), Susanne Seibt (University of Bayreuth), Katharina McGrath (German Academic Exchange
Service, DAAD).
Sponsors/supporters

